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To Mrs. BON R NV. 


Madan, 


H E near and dear Relation in 
which you ſtood ſo long (more 


1 | I K than forty Years) to my lately 


' #Z honoured Friend and Father in the Mi- 
gniſtry, whoſe ſudden and much la- 


2 mented Death occaſioned the follow- 
1 | ing Diſcourſe, gives you the beſt Ti- 
; tle to this Addreſs ; in which my In- 


bo 


a R 


i tention is, not ſo much to condole 
- 1 with you, Madam, upon the Loſs 
| & which you and the World have fuſ- 
| tained, as to congratulate you upon 


chat happy Com poſure and chearful 
Reſignation of Soul to the Appoint- 
29 A 2 ments 


iv DEDICATION. 


ments of infinite Wiſdom, which you 
have preſerved under one of the hea- 
vieſt Afflictions, which Humanity has 
to ſupport. It is difficult to conceive 
of any Diſtreſs ſo poignant for a while, 
as that which the laſt Leave of our 
Friends, Relations, and Acquaintance, 
on this Side the Grave, will oft ſub- 
ject us to. One Thing there is, which 
not only equals but exceeds it, and I F 
know of no other, I mean the Fear 
of meeting them no more, even be- 
yond the Regions of Death; a Fear 7 
founded upon either our on, or their E | 
ſuppoſed Incapacity for future Hap- 
pineſs. But this is a Fear which you, ; 
Madam, cannot have the leaſt room | 
to indulge : On the contrary, you L 
muſt have the brighteſt Hopes, Hopes 1 


nearly 4 


f DEDICATION. » 
© nearly bordering upon Fruition, that 
ere long you are to rejoin the once 
faithful Partner of your Joys and 
2: Griefs, in an eternal, an inſeparable 
| Union; ſuch an Union as the Perfec- 
| tion of that better State, where the 
j Spirits of the Juſt reſide, will admit 
2 of; an Union of purified Souls in the 
Service and Enjoyment of their God. 
> Glorious Hopes! animated by theſe, 
let us hold on and hold out to the 
End, in a patient enduring of Afflic- 
tions; in a calm filial Submiſſion to 
4 the Will and Pleafure of our Father 
1 in Heaven; whoſe Right to diſpoſe 
of all our Intereſts, both perſonal and 
relative, none can diſpute; whoſe 
; Power none can controul; and whoſe 
+ Goodneſs none can arraign, Such a 
Temper 


nn DEDICA4 1x | 
Temper, or Diſpoſition of Mind, as I | 


have here hinted at, is at once, greatly 
ornamental to the Profefion of Chriſ- 4 
holy Religion itſelf. And, give me 
Leave to fay it, ſuch is the Ornament, 2 
Madam, of your Profeſſion, and ſuch 7 


and are ſtill doing, to the Faith of . 
| ſus. Forgive me, Madam, that I 1 
make theſe Strictures in your Charac- 


View to encourage an in their At» | 1 
tempts to regulate their Paſſions, and 


Reaſon and Religion, upon the fame | 


with. This is one great End which i 


— to anſwer by prefixing this 
5 2 


is the Honour which you have done, 


bring them under the Government of Fe 


afflictive Trials that you have met ' 


3 DEDICATION. vi 
Addreſs to the following Diſcourſe. 
Another End which I have in View, 
is, to expreſs an affectionate and re. 
ſpectful enſe of your repeated Civi- 
> Flities. As to the following Diſcourſe 
itſelf, though your Candour, Madam, 
may not require an Apology for it, 
the World may. If ſo, I have only 
this to offer, that nothing having ap- 
j N peared as a Teſtimony of publick 
3 Reſpect to the Memory of ſo great 
and good a Man as the Reverend 
Mr. BO URN, ſome of his Friends 
were deſirous to preſerve ſomething 
of of his Character, and the few Mi- 
nutes of his Life which they had 
heard in a Sermon preached ſoon after 
his Death. At their Requeſt it is now 
vis made publick, and humbly ſubmitted 
to 


—— 


vis DEDICATION. 
to their Candour, and to the Candour. 


| 
| 
| 
1 
b 
| 


of all thoſe into whoſe Hands it may 
now fall. It was not preached at the 
Requeſt of any Perſon, but dictated 
purely by a Senſe of what I thought 
was owing from myſelf to the Me- 
mory of my worthy Collegue, as well 


as to his Family, and the Churches 
of Chriſt, whereof he had the Over fight. 


«. My Heart's Defrre and Prayer to 2 
« God for them is, that "ge" * be. © 


4 — og 2 2 


5 "Tam, amidſt the beſt Wiſhes for your 1 
beſt Intereſts, both temporal and ſpiri- 6 
tual, perſonal and relative, Map Au, 


Wur Metfiare Friend 
and obliged bumble Servant, 
2 rd, * 
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2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 


I have fought a good Fight, I have finiſhed my 
Courſe, I have kept the Faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which the Lord the righteous Judge ſhall - 
give me at that Day. 

T is with the ſincereſt ſympathetic Con- 

1 cern for the Intereſts of Religion in ge- 

2 neral, and the religious Intereſts of this 

Society in particular; a Concern dictated both 

by Duty, Intereſt, and Affection, that I now 

0. enter upon this mournful Service, as it is ſacred 

- = to the Memory and the Merits of your lately 

C. Þ honoured Friend and faithful Miniſter in Chri/f 

Jieſus, whoſe indefatigable Labours of Love and 

Leal for your better, your immortal Parts, you 


8 
* 


r have long been reaping the happy Fruits of; 
_ but whole Face, alas! you muſt now ſee; and 
” Kwhoſc Voice, alas! you muſt now hear no 
more. His Silver Cord is looſed, his Golden 
Bowl is broken, his Duſt is returned into the 
Boſom of its Parent Earth, and his Spirit to 
Cod, who gave it.“ 1000 | 
As of the nobleſt Pile of Building, when 


he Pillars fail, we may lay the whole Super- 


2 * ſtructure is in Danger; ſo of that beautiful 
1. Fabrick, Religion, when thoſe who have long 
k | | B | been, 


( 2] 


been, at once the Ornaments and Supports of 
it, are taken away, and removed by Death, 
we cannot but be in Pain for the Conſequen- 
ces ; leſt it ſhould fall into Ruins, and leſt we 
too ſhould periſh in thoſe Ruins. There is 
but too much Room to fear it, without a pe- 
culiar Watchfulneſs in thoſe who ſurvive, to 
ſtrengthen the Things which remain, but are 
likewiſe ready to die. I have introduced this 
Alluſion here, juſt to illuſtrate the Connexion 
there is betwixt the Intereſts of Religion in 
general, and the ſad Event which has given 
the immediate Occaſion to this Diſcourſe. As 
to the religious Intereſts of this Society, in 
particular, how deeply, and in what a tender 
Part they are = by it, I need not ſay; 
how ſenſible you are of it, appears, in a good 
Degree, from the ſorrowful and reſpectful 
Appearance of your preſent aſſembling your- 
ſelves together. And I could almoſt wiſh, 
from the Incapacity I feel for any thing more, 
that I had nothing more to do, than to mingle 
my Tears with yours, in the paſſionate Ex- 
clamation of the Prophet Eſha, when his | 
Maſter Elijah was parted from him, on the 
Plains of Ferdan, « My Father, my Father; 
the Chariot of Iael, and the Horſemen | 
thereof! But this would ill agree with the 
Duties of my preſent Station, or the Duties 
of thoſe Relations, which I have had the 
- _ Pleaſure of ſtanding in, for ſome Years paſt, © 
both to this Church, and your late worthy | 
. Paſtor, ? 
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* Paſtor, now with God! whoſe Death, there- 
fore, I muſt now endeavour to make ſome 
good Uſe of, for yours, and my own, mutual 
2X Conſolation and Improvement. And I don't 
know any Subject, in ſacred Writ, which 
would have done more IF to his Charac- 

ter, than the Words which I have directed 
your ſerious Attention to; as will appear, I 
am perſuaded, when we have well weighed, 

in the firſt Place, 


I, The Character which is implied in them. 
. Secondly, 
II. The Duties of that Character. And, 
Thirdly, 
III. The Reward of it. 


2 - Theſe are ſuch Particulars as the Text na- 
3 turally ſuggeſts to our Conſideration, without 
the leaſt Violence or Force. After having 
gone through them, with all convenient Bre- 
vity, I ſhall endeavour to make a ſuitable Ap- 
plication of them, and of that gloomy Pro- 
vidence which has led me to them. 


3 I. The firſt Thing to be conſidered is, The 
Chor after implied in the Paſſage prefixed to this 
Diſcourſe. | 


I is evidently that of 4 good Soldier of Feſus 
brit. A little Attention to the figurative 
Stile of the Evangeliſts, and Apoſtles, would 
1 alily lead you into the View of Chriſtianity, 
as a ſpiritual Warfare, frequently alluding to 
I "FS ſuch 


4 


* 

* 
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ſuch military Cuſtoms, amongſt the Romans, 
as were well known to the ſacred Writers. 
In this View we have been taught to confider 


that proverbial Saying of our Saviour's, Matt. © þ: 


XX, 16. Many are ca led, but ſe are choſen.” “ 
Alluding to the Cuſtom of calling together, / 
by publick Summons, all who were capable 
of bearing Arms; who were thereupon. Þ 


obliged: to appear, when Forces were to be | t 


raiſed : Out of thoſe who were thus called; 


by publick Proclamation, Officers, appointed 
for the Purpoſe, choſe proper Perſons. for the 


Service, and diſmiſſed the -reſt, Hither too J 
the ſame good Critic (a) refers thoſe Words 


of St. Peter, Wherefore the rather, Brethren, 
give Diligence to make your Calling and Elec 
tion ſure.” See 2 Pet. i. 10. And alſo that 4 


War with the Lamb, and the Lamb ſhall f & 


overcome them: For he is the Lord of Lords, 
and King of Kings; and they that are with 
him are called, and choſen, and faithful.” Should Me 


theſe Authorities be thought inſufficient, there 
are others which prove the Point before us, 


beyond all Diſpute; as 2 Cor. x. 4. © For the 
Weapons of our Warfare are not carnal, but # 
mighty, through God, to the pulling down 


of Strong-holds.” 1 Tim. i. 18. This Charge 
I commit unto thee, Son Timothy, according it 


tothe Propheſies which went before on thee, : £ 
that thou by them mighteſt war a good Mar- 
-* _ "(@) Brelell, in his Chriſtian Warfare, 


n 
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Y are“ I Tim. vi. 12. © _ the good Fight 


of Faith, lay hold on eternal Life, whereunto 
thou art called, &c. St. Paul, ſpeaking of his 


Fidelity in the Miniſtry, particularly his Readi- 
neſs, upon all Emergencies, either to repel the 


Aſſaults of his ſpiritual Enemies, on one hand, 
Zor to bear up under any Difficulties and Diſ- 
couragements, in the Way of his Duty, on 
the other, expreſſes it by © the Armour of 
Righteouſneſs on the Right Hand and on the 
Left.“ See 2 Cor. vi. 7. But the ſtrongeſt 
Alluſion to Chriftianity, as a ſprritual Warfare, 
is in St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Saints at Epheſus, 


Chap. vi. Ver. 10—17. © Finally, my Brethren, 


pe ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power of his 
Might. Put on the whole Armour of God, 
that ye may be able to ſtand againſt the Wiles 
Jof the Devil. For we wreſtle not againſt 
Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principalities, 
gainſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of the 
PDarkneſs of this World, againſt ſpiritual Wick- 
Fedneſs in high Places. Wherefore take unto 
Four the whole Armour of God, that ye 
pay be able to withſtand in the evil Day, and 


Having done all, to ſtand. Stand therefore, 


having your Loins girt about with Truth, and 
having on the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs ; 

nd Jo Feet ſhod with the Preparation of 
he Goſpel of Peace; above all, taking the 
Shield of Faith, wherewith ye ſhall be able 
to quench all the fiery Darts of the Wicked. 
nd take the Helmet of Salvation, and the 
ET.” 7 Sword 


161 | 
Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God.” —Confidering the Chriſtian Life in this 

View, the Miniſters of the Goſpel are very 
pertinently introduced as the Soldiers of Feſus 
Chriſt, whom the Apoſtle to the Hebrews calls 
te the Captain of our Salvation,” under whoſe 
Banner they have enliſted, as ſo many Volun- 
teers, to ſerve againſt Sin, Satan, and the 
World, thoſe natural and avowed Enemies of 
God and Chriſt, or of Religion and the Souls 

of Men. Wherefore St. Paul exhorts his Son 
Timothy, a young Miniſter of the Goſpel, to 
ce endure Hardneſs, as a good Soldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt.“ Adding, © No Man that warreth, 
entangleth himſelf with the Affairs of this 
Life ; that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen 
him to be a Soldier, a Chriſtian Warrior, one 
who ſhould wage perpetual War with Vice, 
Immorality, and Profaneneſs, wherever he 
meets with it, and in whatever Shape, whe- 
ther the moſt formidable, or the moſt flatter- 
ing. From what has now occurred, you will 
obſerve, what the Character is, implied in the MW 
Text, and readily admit the Propriety of it. 

I may therefore proceed, to what it was ſaid 
the Text naturally ſuggeſts to us, in the ſecond i 
Place, viz. | | «4 


II. The Duties of that Character; or, in 
other Words, the Qualities requiſite in a good 
Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, þ 


=. 
1. The 
* ® 
- 
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23 
I. The firſt is Courage. A good Soldier of 
Jeſus Chriſt muſt have Reſolution to oppoſe 
the Corruptions of a ſuperſtitious and an irre- 
ligious Age. He ſhould have Bravery enough 
to enter the Enemy's Entrenchments, and 
TX diſlodge Sin from its ſtrongeſt Holds, If 
Need be, he ſhould even dare to ſtand alone 
in the Field, and, on the Day of Battle, to com- 
bat, ſingly, all the Forces ſent againſt him ; 
1. e. he ſhould dare to be ſingularly good and 
7 virtuous, rather than cowardly deſert his Poſt, 
and follow even a Multitude to do Evil. How- 
ever, Courage is not all that is required in a 
good Soldier of Jeſus Chrift. In the next Place, 
therefore, let it be obſerved, 
2. That Strength is a ſecond neceſſary Qua- 
lity in the Character before us. A good Sol- 
dier of Jeſus Chriſt muſt © be ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in the Power of his Might.” Mi- 
*Miſters of the Goſpel muſt not only have Re- 
ſolution enough to undertake the Defence and 
Support of Religion and Truth, under all the 
Difficulties and Diſcouragements which attend 
he arduous Taſk, but they ſhould have Abi- 
Nies too, either natural, or acquired, or both. 
I they have neither, they had much better 
uit the Service; for Abilities imply Sill in 
e Management of Arms: And ſhould the 
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in eapons of the Chriſtian Warfare fall into the 
od Wands of ſuch as have not Si to.uſe them, 

here is Danger of their doing Miſchief with 
em. They may wound their Friends, in- 


ſtead 


[8] 
ſtead of their Enemies, and ſo a Defeat, ra- 
ther than a Conqueſt, be likely to enſue. 
Again, 4 
3. A third Thing neceſſary in a good Soldier 
of Jeſus Chriſt is Conduct. He mould know | 
when to attack, and when only to watch the 
Motions of an Enemy. He ſhould know MF. 
when to proceed by Storm, or Aſſault; and 
when by Stratagem, or Surprize. He ſhould F 
know how to improve, as well as how to gain 
an Advantage. There is great Prudence to 
be expected from the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 2? 
as well as Ability and Reſolution, © that their 
Good be not evil ſpoken of.” Our divine 
Maſter, in his firſt Miſſion of the Diſciples, 3 
tells them, © Behold I ſend you forth as Sheep 
in the midſt of Wolves; be ye therefore wile | 
as Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves. But be- 1 
ware of Men, for they will deliver you up to 
the Councils, and ſcourge you in their Syna- 
gogues.” With this Counſel of our Saviour, F 
we have the Concurrence of his own Practice 
and Example, who, till his Hour was come, 
would not put himſelf into the Hands of his 
Enemies, nor needleſsly provoke them by too 3 
direct and public an Avowal of his being the 
Meſſiah, or Chriſt. It can be no Part of Pru- 
dence, every one will own, for a Man to run] 
himſelf upon Inconveniences, which he may 
honourably decline; and if it be no Part of 
Prudence, I ſhould think it was none of Reli-i * 
gin; ; ſince Religion, which is a wiſe andi 
reaſonable 
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TE reaſonable Thing, can never oblige us to any 


Thing that is unreaſonable and fooliſh ; and 


4 and whether it be any better to invite Suffer- 


r, 
ice 
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ings, when we are not called to them, and 
they will anſwer no valuable End, let any 
wiſe Man judge. © Give not that which 1s 
holy unto the Dogs, neither caſt ye your 


Pearls before Swine, leſt they trample them 
under their Feet, and turn again and rent you, 
vas a Piece of prudential Advice which our 


Lord gave his Diſciples in his excellent Ser- 
mon from the Mount, but which we are 
thought to overlook, when we reprove and 


X adviſe Perſons, from whom we have no Re- 
turn to expect but Hatred and Ill- language; 
as we are likewiſe guilty of great Indiſcretion, 


when we ſcatter our Reproofs and Admoni- 


tions without any Conſideration of Time, or 
Place, or Manner, and talk religiouſly out 
of Seaſon. The wife Man has obſerved, «© To 
every Thing there is a Seaſon, and a Time to 


every Purpoſe under the Heaven:“ And much 


of a Miniſter's Succeſs in the Chriſtian Warfare 


depends upon conſulting that Time, in the 
various Duties of his Station. As, on one 
Hand, he ſhould never betray his Truſt; or, 
cowardly conceal the Truth ; fo, on the other, 
it would not be his Prudence, or agree with 
that Conduct which a good Soldier of Jeſus 


Chrit ſhould obſerve, to provoke an Enemy 


to an Engagement without any Proſpect of 
| G-. Advan- 


[ 20 ] 


Advantage; however, not when there is evi- * 
dent Danger of loſing Ground, and doing 
Diſſervice by it in the End, to the Caufe 
which he is engaged in. Farther, 1 
4. Diligence and . Aclivity compoſe a 
fourth Quality requiſite in a good Soldier of | 1 
Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhould be polſeſſed of ſuch * 
vigorous Principles of Piety and Virtue, as J 
will readily exert themſelves, and ſuitably too, 
upon every Emergency. Miniſters of the 
Goſpel ſhould be always, as it were; under 
Arms, watching and waiting for every Oppor- 
tunity of promoting their Maſter's Intereſt, 
or, the Cauſe of Religion. But to proceed, 
; A fifth Thing indiſpenſably required 
in a good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, is Obedience F 
to Order, without which the beſt Plan of 
Operations may be ruined. The Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, who fight, as it were, under the 1 
reat Captain of their Salvation, Jeſus Cbriſt, 4 
— his written Orders, in the — 4 43 
always about them, from which they ſhould Þ 2 
never ſwerve. In the laſt Place. 1 
6. A fixth neceſſary Quality in a good . 
Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, is Perſeverance. This 
implies, Fidelity, Stedfaſineſs, and Loyalty, * 
and muſt finiſh the Character in the Text. 
A good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt muſt 4 
facrifice even his Life, rather then deſert or | 
betray his royal 'Maſter, and the Intereſt of 
His ada Miniſters of the Goſpel muſt 
: — be 


— 
| 1 
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L111 
be faithful unto Death, if they expect to re- 


ceive a Crown of Life, according to what was 
© written to the Angel, or Miniſter, of the 


Church at Smyrna. See Rev. 11. 10. | 

In theſe imperfect Sketches of the Charac- 
ter which the Text exhibits to us, I perſuade 
myſelf, you may diſcern ſome faint Features 


of your late worthy Paſtor, whoſe uncom- 


mon Courage, and great Abilities ; whoſe ſin- 
guar Management, and indefatigable La- 

urs; whole fixed and immoveable Adhe- 
rence to the Chriſtian Diſcipline, as preſcribed * 
in his Bible, whoſe Fidelity to the Truſt his 
heavenly Maſter had committed to him, viz. 
the Care of Souls, yours, my Brethren, in 
8 amongſt many others; in few 

ords, whoſe exemplary Life, and whoſe 
honourable Death, as a Member and an 
Officer of the Church Militant, firſt ſuggeſted 


3 to me the Idea of a brave or a good Soldier of 
Jos Cbriſt. For the Propriety of it, I appeal 


to you, who have more fully known his Doc- 
trine, Manner of Life, Purpoſe, Faith, Long- 
ſuffering, Charity, Patience, Perſecution, Af- 


X fliction,—lI cannot ſay, all theſe Particulars 
rare ſo applicable to the Object of our preſent 


Attention, as ſome of them are; however, 
there are none of them quite foreign to my 
preſent Views, as may appear, perhaps, from 
a few Minutes of his Lite and Converſation, 


Which may be as pertinently introduced here 


C 2 as 
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as any where elſe, in this Diſcourſe ; by which 

I ſhall at leaſt gratify an innocent Curioſity, | 
-which moſt People have, to know even the 
leaſt intereſting Particulars which relate to 
great and good Men, eſpecially ſuch as they 
have been acquainted with, and have had an 
affectionate Regard for. 


Your late worthy Paſtor drew his firſt 
Breath, and ſpent his infant Years, at Calne, 
a {mall Town in Wiltſhire, where his Father 
was then Miniſter. At nine Years of Age 
he was removed into Lancaſtire, by an Invi- 
tation which his Father received from the 
Congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters at Bol- 
ton, where he had his Grammar Learning, 
His Academic Studies were carried on at 
Mancheſter ; but under ſuch Diſadvantages as 
he has oft lamented. At the Age of twenty- 
two he accepted an Invitation from a ſmall 
Society at Crook near Kendal. In this Retire- 
ment he endeavoured to redeem the Time 
which, he thought, he had in ſome Meaſure 
loſt, by nine Years cloſe Application to Books. 
It was here that he firſt felt the much to be 
lamented Effects of religious Prejudices, and 
an ill- guided Zeal for received and eſtabliſhed 
Opinions. For, upon his refuſing to ſubſcribe 
the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, many neighbour- 
ing Miniſters refuſed their Attendance at 

-his Ordination. A ſad Proof of their Uncha- 
l * | ritableneſs! 
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ritableneſs! However, he had ſome Recom- 
pence made him for this unkind Uſage, by 
the particular Regards of a worthy Family 
with which he contracted a very honourable 
and an happy Alliance; the Diffolution of 
which is not the leaſt moving Circumſtance 
in his Removal. But, I ſhould hardly hint at 


it here. About the Time that I am ſpeaking 
of, the Trinitarian Controverſy was carried 


on with much unjuſtifiable Heat in the Ve 
of England, which put our deceaſed Friend 
upon throughly ſtudying the Points in Debate. 
With that View he carefully read Dr. Clark 
on one Hand; and, on the other, he read Dr. 
aterland, with the reſt of the Athanaſian 
Writers of moſt Repute at that Day; but a- 
bove all, he carefully read his Bible, upon 
the Points in Queſtion: And ſuch was the 
Honeſty, and the Openneſs of his Mind, to 
receive and embrace Truth, wherever he 
thought he had found it, that, tho' before this 
-mpartial Enquiry, he was a profeſſed Atha- 
naſian, yet after it he altered his Sentiments, 
and never ſaw Reaſon to retract the Change 
he had made; but the more he read and 
thought, the more he was confirmed in it. 
How great his Love of Truth, and his Diſ- 
ernment of it were, may be gathered from 
phat I have heard him declare, that Next 
his Bible, nothing did more towards fixin 

im in Dr. Carts Scheme than the Replies 
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to-it.” © They did more than even what the 
Doctor himſelf had ſaid to ſupport it.” 1 
From Crook he removed to another ſmall Place, 
near Migan in the ſame County; where nine 
Vears more of his valuable Life were ſpent, in 
the faithful Service of his Charge. After which 
he was prevailed upon to take the Paſtoral Care of 
a Congregation at Chorley, likewiſe in Lanca- 
ſhire; where he continued four Years, which 
was till he received your Call to Birmingham and 
Cofeley, in which Places it pleaſed God to con- 
tinue him as an Inſtrument of Salvation, | 
hope, to many Souls, during the Space of 
twenty-two Years. What Reception he met 
with at his firſt Settlement in this Part of the 
Country; what Oppoſition from ſome, and 
what abuſive. Treatment from others, let 
Charity conceal : But with what Firmneſs he 
ſtood the Shock of Bigotry, and party Zeal, 
and with what unwearied Aſſiduity he has 1 
ever ſince gone on to reprove, to rebuke, to 
inſtruct, and exhort, to intreat, and 1 = 
Men to be reconciled to God, to turn and live, 
to repent and be ſaved, I leave you to tell; untill | 
that melancholy Moment in which the be- 
numbing Meſſengers of Death laid their cold 
Hands upon him, It was on the Lord's Day, | 
17th inſtant in the Afternoon, when he 
— himſelf ſeems to have found a paralytic Weak- | 
neſs creeping upon his Nervous Syſtem, whilſt $ 
in his Pulpit at Cœeley. His Voice was ob- 
ſerved 
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ſerved to alter a little in his Prayer before 
X Sermon, which Part of the Service he pur- 
poſely contracted, with great Decency and 
Compoſure. After which he attempted to 
come down, but was not able. However, 
Aſſiſtance being immediately lent him; by 
the Help of that he reached the Veſtry, ad- 
Joining to his Meeting-houſe, where being 
met and aſked by ſome of his Friends, how he 
did? and what was the Matter with him? he 
anſwered with ſome Languor, I don't know.” 
but ſoon after, when ſeated in a Chair, he 
two or three Times repeated the Word Palſy. 
When ſome of his Friends made an Attempt 
to remove him to his own Houſe, he oppoſed 
it as much as he could; and intimated as well 
as he was able, that he would ſpeak to his 
People; whom he had that Day treated with 
more than uſual Marks of Tenderneſs and 
Affection; but in this laſt brave Attempt to 
rally his Forces, as it were, his Speech falter- 
ed, and he was only underſtood, and that in 
broken Accents, to utter a few unconnected 
Words, ſuch as Love—Charity—Glory—Then 
finding his Work was finiſhed, he calmly 
ſubmitted to. his Diſcharge, and remained 
ſpeechleſs till the Friday following. About 
Ten o Clock in the Forenoon, on that Day, his 


=& Diſcaſc did its laſt, and, to him a kind, Office; 


and extinguiſhed one of the greateſt Lights of 
the Churches, in this Part of the Country. 
(925) x Thus 


[16] 
Thus to die, as it were, in the Bed of Ho- 
nour, Fighting a good Fight of Faith, with 
his almoſt lateſt Breath, muſt give us an ad- 
vantageous Idea of his Reception in the World 
of glorified Spirits. With what loud Accla- 
mations of Joy, with what triumphant Con- 
gratulations, may we ſuppoſe the buſy Mini- 
ſters of everlaſting Life and Happineſs, cæ- 
leſtial Peace and Blefledneſs, would receive 
this new- born Heir of Heaven, and introduce 
him to their common Manſions of Felicity! 
« Before the Throne of God, to ſerve in his 
Temple Day and Night: Where there ſhall 
be no more hungering nor thirſting, where 
there ſhall be no more Death, neither Sorrow, 
nor Crying, neither ſhall there be any more 
Pain:” See Rev. vii. 15, 16. and xxi. 4. 
This leads me to the third Thing ſuggeſted 
in the Text, Ver. 12. 


III. The Reward annexed to the Duties of the 
Character which the Text exhibits to us, and that 
is, a Crown of Righteouſneſs; by which we 
can underſtand nothing more certainly, than 
an eternal Freedom from all Evil, and the 
ſecure Enjoyment of every poſſible Good, for 
the endleſs Ages of Immortality. They are 
the Words of my ever honoured Tutor, the 
late reverend and learned Dr. Latbam, which 
I would beg Leave to inſert here. Speaking of 3 
the Death of Miniſters, he ſays, © They are 

taken 
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taken away from all the Evils that are either 
reſent or to come; and they die to receive the 


Gift of Life. As to the former, God indulges 


his Servants an Eſcape out of this Clay, and 
they inſtantly loſe all their ſorrowful Reſent- 
ments; no waſting Sighs, no ſhocking Groans 
damp the Harmony of the upper Realms; 
they ſhall know no more what Perſecution, 
Tribulation, or Diſtreſs mean. There is no- 
thing that gives Anxiety or Diſquietude in all 
the Mount of God. And, oh, ſerene and 
happy Day, that ſhall chaſe away all the 
Gloom and Horrors that over-caſt the preſent! 
What Light does this throw on the Vail of 


3 Death, in order to reconcile you to the Re- 
moval of your Miniſters, when in the Service 


of their great Maſter they have weathered all 
the Storms of Life, he hides and ſhelters them 


in the Grave, © where the Wicked ceaſe from 


E 
of F 
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= troubling, and the Weary are at Reſt!” See 


Job. iii. 17. Now, as to the latter As to the 


4 Gift of Life, which good Men die to receive. 
Who can tell what God has prepared for them 


that love him, can diſplay the Glories of the 
upper World, the vaſt unknown Bliſs there ? 


Now your Miniſters toil under great Diſad- 


vantages, to enrich their own Underſtandings, 
and inform yours; often they conſume the 


Lamp of Life, to light the other of Know- 
ledge ; but they ſhall not always wade in 


e Clouds and Miſts; in Mercy they are releaſed 
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from this dark Incloſure, and Truth ſhines 


naked into them ; they ſee Things in their mu- 
\ tual Connettion and Dependance, and baſk 


in divine Light. What a religious Glow of 


all the Affections is imparted to them by it! 
And how regular is the Tendency of them! 
They ſee God, and are like him; behold him Face 
to Face, and are changed into the ſame Image ! 
Say, What muſt be the Happineſs that reſults 
from this Temper ! What muſt be the Bliſs 


of heavenly Converſes! which Honour have 


all his Saints; and he that would not die to A 


receive it, is not worthy of it. Tis a Delight 
even to the Saviour of Mankind himſelf to ſee 
the Travail of his Soul, and all his ſpiritual 


Progeny, arrive ſafe where he is; ; What then 


will be the Harmony of thoſe happy Souls, 


when they meet and mingle in the moſt en- 


dearing Intercourſes above! How bright will 


the Conſtellation be, when all the faithful 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, and all other good, 


or righteous Perſons, *©* who ſhine forth as 3 


the” Sun in the Kingdom of their Father,” 
ſhall croud and fill the Firmament of God, 


together | What a Burſt of Light! How will 
the Heavens glow, when they meet and mingle 
Rays! and there is that equal conſtant Flame 


that will melt them into an inviolable Union ; 


for the Spirits made perfect are all kind, cha- 4 
Fitable, and good-natured ; they know not I 
| the Jargon of our e nor any of the 4 


| Diſcord | 
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q # Diſcord which obſtructs the Satisfaction good 


perſons ſhould take in one another now. 
2X Theſe are a few Strictures of that happy State 
# which forms the Reward annexed to the 
Daties of the Character which the Text exhi- 
bits to us. And who is there that has any 
Evidences of an Intereſt in them, that can 
forbear crying out in the Language of the 


Spirit, Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly.” 


Having thus gone through the Particulars, 


2X which the Subject moſt naturally ſuggeſts to 


Z Conſideration, it only remains, that I endea- 
vour to make a ſuitable Application of them, 
and of that gloomy Providence which has led 
me to them. And, firſt, 3 

1. We may learn from a Review of what 
has occurred in the preceding Parts of this 
Z Diſcourſe, how little room there is to lament 
the loſs of Miniſters, or other good Men, 
upon their Account. It muſt only be on our 
oven Account. If they could now ſpeak to 
Jus, it would certainly be in the Language of 


their divine Maſter, when he was lamented 


yy ſome who attended his Execution, © Weep 


not for us, but weep for yourſelves, and 


for your Children.” See Luke xxiii. 28. As 
to them, as to Miniſters and other good Men, 
If we loved them, why ſhould we not re- 


oice, becauſe they are gone to the Father!” 


FT he greateſt, the wiſeſt, and the beſt of all 
HgBeings, In whoſe Preſence there is a Fulneſs 
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„ | 
&« of Joy; and, at whoſe right Hand there 
* are Rivers of uninterrupted Pleaſures flow- 
ce ing for evermore; and who is both able 
and willing to do infinitely more and better 
than we can expreſs, or conceive of. Dying, 
to good Miniſters, or good Men, or to the 
god Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt is their returning, 
as it were, from abroad, Into their deſired 
Haven of Reſt, where they are glad, becauſe 
« fey are quiet, and can calmly review the 
Dangers of their Expedition, gratefully re- 
Joicing in their Safety, both from the Wiles 
of the Enemy, and the threatning Waves of 
a ſtormy Sea. And, {hall we repine at their 
Felicity ? No ! then let it appear by the Com- 


poſure, Submiſſion and Reſignation of our 


whole Deportment, by our Temper and Con- 
duct, upon the Removal of our beſt-loved 
Friends, Relations, and Acquaintance, that 
their advantageous Exchange of Worlds, is a 
Conſideration of more Weight with us than 
the Loſs we ſuſtain. Otherways, we may be 
tqo juſtly reproached with a Degree of Selfiſh- 
neſs, which will but ill agree with our Pro- 
feſſions of Love and Friendſhip for the De- 


ceaſed. But as a farther particular Application 3 


of that mournful Event, which we are now 
endeavouring to improve, in the ſecond place, 
2. Let us learn from it to revere, adore, 
and ſubmit to the Myſteries of God's Provi- 
dence. Let us never preſume t determine 
of 
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of ourſelyes, or for ourſelves, what is good; 
= or what is fit, but in concurrence with the 
2X Meaſures and Intimations of our Father who 
is in Heaven. We are now under the Exer- 
ciſes of a very painful Conviction, how little 
we know of what 1s Right and what is Wrong; 
what ſhould be and what ſhould not be. For 
{ Ewho is there in this Aſſembly, or in any of 
the diſſenting Churches, where the Name 
and the Virtues of your late worthy Paſtor 
had been heard and allowed of, but would 
have thought his very uſeful and valuable 
Life, of Importance enough to have been 
prolonged, even beyond the Pſalmiſt's Period 
of * three ſcore Years and ten“? But, alaſs, it 
fell ſhort of this Period, and ſhort of that Pe- 
riod too to which many live, whoſe Lives, we 
may imagine, would have been in Mercy taken 
away long ago ; who live a burden to them- 
a ſelves, and an Incumbrance to their Friends; 
* Who long for Death, but it cometh not, 
“ and dig for it more than for hid Treaſure; 
* who would rejoice exceedingly, and be 
e glad, if they could find the Grave.” And 
Wthis is not all: There are ſome continued in 
the World, who only live to be vicious, who 
grow old in Sin and Miſchief ; whilſt many 
good Men, of ſingular Service to their Fami- 
lies, their Friends and the World, are hurried 
out of it. Theſe are ſome of thoſe Clouds 
* which ſurround the Habitation of God's 
7 « Holineſs,” 


CF 
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1 
« Holineſs,” which we cannot always ſee 
through. But what then, muſt we therefore 
except againſt the Oeconomy of Heaven? No, 
« Who art thou, O Man, who replieſt againſt | 
e thy Maker? Behold, he taketh away, who 
« can hinder him? Who will fay unto him, 
« What doeſt thou?“ Dark and diſcouraging 
as ſome Appearances may ſometimes be in 
the Conduct of Providence, there is no room 
to doubt the Wiſdom and Equity of them. 
They are perfectly conſiſtent with thoſe gene- 
ral Laws of Nature which uphold the preſent 
Conſtitution of Things, and provide for that 
almoſt infinite Variety which is obſervable in 
the Works and Ways of God. And, how- 
ever partial we may be, to the Merits of par- 
ticular Perſons, good Men, or good Miniſters,” 
yet, as they are but Men, formed of the 
ſame brittle Materials with the reſt of their 
Species, they muſt ſubmit to one common 
Lot with them. However, as the general 
Laws of Nature are in the Hands of God, 
ſubſervient to particular Views in the moral 
Diſcipline of his reaſonable Offspring, tho' we 
may not be able to determine certainly what 
thoſe Views are, yet it is a pretty evident 
Duty, incumbent upon all to think of, and 
enquire concerning them, as our Abilities and 
ſpecial Occaſions may direct. As a pertinent H 
Application, therefore, of the late awful and . 
affecting Breach made in your Society, I would 
propoſe 
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propoſe it to you, my F riends, in the third 


3. To conſider well, wherefore it is that 
od has done this, whether in Judgment to 


you, or in Mercy to, your Paſtor ? The Death 
of Miniſters has been often repreſented as an 
Expreſſion of God's Diſpleaſure againſt an 
inſenſible, an ungrateful, and an unprofitable 
People, who are only to be taught the true 
Value of their Priviledges by the Want of 
them. Thoſe who have affronted, neglected, 
deſpiſed and even perſecuted their faithful 
Miniſters, when alive, and in the Exerciſes 
of their proper Function, will, perhaps, ho- 
nour their Memories when deceaſed, and im- 
prove by the Prayers, the Sermons, and well- 
meant Admonitions which they muſt hear no 


na more. But this is not the Light in which I 
ir would chuſe to conſider your preſent afflictive 
\n Viſitation. I hope there is no juſt Foundation 
al for it. I would much rather perſuade you 
3 Fand myſelf, that, in Reward of his ſignal Ser- 
a ces, your late worthy Paſtor received his 


Diſcharge ſo much ſooner than ſome others do, 
and yet not ſo ſoon, but that you had great 
Opportunities, I may ſay ſufficienc Opportu- 


— nities for growing up, under his Care of you, 
d and Concern for you, into a Ripeneſs for 
wo Clory, a Mectneſs and Fitneſs for Heaven and 
„d Happineſs. But as he had ſtood his Ground 
14 Io well, and acquitted himſelf fo gallantly ; 
oſe | = 


TJ 
his great Maſter, who had obſerved his Be- 
haviour, was loath, as it were, that ſo much 
Bravery and Fidelity ſhould wait any longer 
for their Reward. He was loath the Chriſtian 
Hero ſhould run any more Hazards, or endure 
any farther Hardſhips and Fatigues, and 
therefore ſent him Home to wear his well- 
deſerved Laurels, in Peace. However, whe- 
ther this was the immediate End and Inten- 
tion of his Removal, or not, I am ſatisfied 
there was Mercy in the Manner of it. The 
Circumſtances of Time, Place, c. were 
ſuch as, I may venture to ſay, he would have 
choſe for himſelf if they had been ſubmitted 
to his Choice. It was on the Lord's Day, in 
the Lord's Houſe, at the Lord's Work. And 
ſurely © Blefſed muſt that Servant be whom 
his Lord when he cometh ſhall find W doing.” 
Perhaps your reverend Friend and Father 
might not have choſe to have ſhocked his 
Family, and his Church by a ſudden Death; 
but it was no Diſadvantage to him, nor, with 
Submiſſion to thoſe who have taught us to 
pray againſt it, can it be, I think, to any good 
Man. The only Advantage which any one 
can propoſe from the flow Approaches of the 
King of Terrors is, Time to prepare for him 

in; Time to ſet their Houſes, and their Souls 
in order. But this is an Advantage which 
your late worthy Paſtor did not want. He 
was always ready, and therefore he was in 

; Mercy 
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Mercy excuſed from the Formalities of a 
W lingering Diſeaſe, which would, probably, 
have been more dreadful and diftrefling to 
him, than the ſhorteſt Warning. But, in 
order to form a more reaſonable Judgment 
upon the End of God's preſent Diſpenſation 
towards you, as a ſuitable Particular of Ap- 
plication, let me prevail upon you, in the 
fourth Place, | 

4. To conſider, ſeriouſly, what Account 
you can give of the Miniſtry you lately fat 
re under? And what Account you think your 
ve late faithful Miniſter is giving, or can give 
d of you, to the great Shepherd and Biſhop of 
in Souls? Conſider particularly, Whether the 
religious Education of your Children, whe- 
m ther the Devotions of your Families and Clo- 
.” 1 ſets, whether the Regulation of your Appe- 
er tites, Paſſions and Deſires, or, in fewer Words, 
is whether your Preparations for Death and 
1; Judgment, for Heaven and Happineſs, are 
th carrying on with all thoſe Advantages, which 
it will be expected they ſhould be, from 
the extraordinary Aſſiſtances which your late 
affectionate Friend and * Servant for Teſus' 
« Sake,” and for the Sake of promoting your 
beſt, your eternal Intereſt, has ſo frequently 
given you, both from the Pulpit and the Preſs? 
: by which, tho' dead, he yet ſpeaketh, and 
ic Will till ſpeak, as long as you have Ears 
in £< to hear what his Spirit faith unto the 
cy E « Churches ;”. - 
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ce in this War.” And if fo much Worth muſt 
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e Churhes;” or, as long as any Senſe of 


Piety and Gratitude remain in your . Breaſts. 


Conſider ſeriouſly, how much better it Lots. | 


have been for you never to have enjoyed ſuch 
diſtinguiſhing Priviledges, as you have been 
favoured with, unleſs you bring forth Fruit 
unto Holineſs of Life and Converſation, in 
ſome good Proportion to them. How diſtreſ- 


ſing is the thought, that © it ſhould be your 


Condemination hereafter, that ſo much _ 
ſhone ſo long, in the Midſt of you, but that 
you choſe Darkneſs rather than Light, be- 


cauſe your. Deeds were Evil!“ but I have 
better, and I am perſuaded. they are well- 


grounded * concerning you, my Brethren. 


Again, as a farther particular Application of 
the Caſe in View, in the fifth Place, 


5. We may obſerve from it, that neither 
Place nor Perſon, neither Age nor Character, 


. neither Time nor Employment, is any Security 


againſt the Arreſts of Death. We find, by 
ſad Experience, that the holieſt Men of God 
may die, and muſt die. The Prophets do not 
hve for ever, © our Fathers, where are they ?” 


their Duſt will tell. If the Day, the Houſe, | 
or Work of God; if any, or all of theſe. 


together, could have over-awed or reſtrained 
the Meſſengers of Death, your late worthy 
Paſtor had not been ſeized by them «when and 
where he was. But, © there is no Diſcharge 


die, 
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die, what continual Apprehenſions ſhould we 
be under, as to our own Diſſolution! And 
what Preparations can we make; that we ought 
not to be making, every Day, for that dread 
Decree, which will ſoon paſs with reſpect to 
us, that Time ſhall be no more.” * But of 


that Day and that Hour knoweth no Man.“ 


Your late worthy Paſtor did not know, then 
how ſhould we? © The Angels which are in 
*& Heaven don't know, neither the Son, only 
* the Father.” Take ye Heed, therefore, 
ce watch and pray; For ye know not when 
* the Time is. For the Son of Man is as a 
« Man taking a long Journey, who left his 
* Houle, and gave Authority to his Servants, 
* and to every Man his Work, and com- 
% manded the Porter to watch, Watch ye 
<« therefore (for ye know not when the Maſ- 
* ter of the Houſe cometh, at Even, .or at 
* Midnight, or at the Cock-crowing, or in 
* the Morning) leſt coming ſuddenly he find 
de you ſleeping. What therefore was ſaid by 
« Chriſt himſelf to his immediate Diſciples, 
may be ſaid by his Miniſters to their Fol- 
* lowers, Watch,” See Mark xiii. 33, and 
following Verſes, | To which let me add the 
Exhortation of S. Peter in his ſecond Epiſtle, ' 
Ch. i. ver. 5. and following. © Give all Di- 
< ligence to make your Calling and Election 


ſure, be adding to your Faith, Virtue ; to 


$ Vir tue, Know ledge; to Knowled ge, Tem- 
7 _— s peraude; 
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cc perance ; to Temperance, Patience; to 
Patience, Godlineſs; to Godlineſs, Bro- 
* therly-kindneſs; to Brotherly-kindneſs, Cha- 


* rity. For if theſe Things be in you and 
£ abound, they make you that ye ſhall nei- 
« neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
« Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. If 
« ye do theſe Things, ye ſhall never fall: 
For ſo an Entrance ſhall be miniſtered un- 
to you abundantly, into the everlaſting 
e Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Je 
* Chriſt.” Once more, in the ſixth Place, 
6. As the laſt particular Application of the 
Subſea before us, and as the beſt Teſtimony 
of Reſpect for the Memory of your deceaſed 
| Paſtor, I would perſuade you to let him live, 
as it were, in the Tenor of your Lives and 
Converſation. Whatever Virtues or Graces 
you have obſerved and admired in him, cul- 
tivate yourſelves, or, to uſe the Words of the 
Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to the Phillipians, 
„ Whatſoever Things are true, whatſoever 
e Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things are 
« juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, what- 


10 ſoever Things are lovely, whatſoever Things | 
<«'are of good Report, if there be any Virtue, 


* and if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe 
Things. Thoſe Things which ye have 
e both learned; and received, and heard, and 
© ſeen in hin; do: and the God of Peace 
«ſhall be with you.“ Eſpecially, cultivate a 
E | Spirit 


e A AM > > DA 


« So, Bs @Akoansd SS a. 0... w WS -4 oo» jp, CY | his þ 5 Go 


'F-Q Av 


ON 


A 2.0 = 


[ 29 ] | 
Spirit of Charity, Meekneſs, and Moderation, 
under the Influences of which I would hope 
you will be at all Times diſpoſed to proſecute 
ſuch Meaſures as ſhall be moſt expedient for 
repairing the Loſs you have ſuſtained. If any 
Thing could be ſuppoſed to diſturb the ſacred 
Reſt of thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus, particularly 
thoſe who have been his faithful Miniſters, 
it muſt be either the uncharitable Heats and 
Diviſions of their Churches, on one Hand'; 
or, on the other Hand, the Indolence, In- 
activity and Luke-warmneſs of them. Two 
extremes, which, I would perſuade myſelf, 
you, my Brethren, will induſtriouſly avoid, 
as equally diſhonourable to yourſelves, and 
prejudicial to the Intereſts of our holy Reli- 
gion. Let me then adopt the Language of 
St. Paul to Timothy in his former Epiſtle ch. v. 
ver. 21. and “ charge you before God and 
* the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the elect Angels, 
* that you obſerve theſe Things without 


| © preferring one before another, doing no- 


* thing by Partiality.” Perhaps it may be 
expected, that I ſhould now pay a Tribute 


of Conſolation, Condolence, and Advice to 
the Family of your late faithful Paſtor ; but 


their greater Experience, Piety, and 

Senſe ere = I ſhall only add * 
Withes for their beſt Improvement of that 
awtul Providence, which they are now under 
the Exerciſes of. May they improve it, more 


particularly, , 


£ 1 55 - of 
ThE ni 2 
e that t ey may. 
> 9 horever ng, him, in thoſe 
en © 12 8 Peace and Bliſs, which 
now no Sin, nor any Sorrow; no Guilt, no 
iny Grief; ne Pain, nor Partipg, nor Death 
nd. Now. unto him thay, is able to keep 
| vou from fallin, ; and to eſent you faultleſ 
before the Pre A464 "of his Glory, EY 
« cceding Joy, to the onl bes 4 7 our Sa 
«jour, be Glory and 2. Dorn 
. Mak owe, bath now and f ever.” Amen. 
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